
K01 K08 K99/R00 K22
Target Group Non-independent research 

scientists at the postdoctoral or 
junior faculty level

Non-independent clinical scientists 
at the postdoctoral or junior faculty 
level

Mentored postdoctoral fellows with no 
more than 4 years since the doctorate

Mentored postdoctoral fellows with no 
fewer than 2 and no more than 7 years 
since the doctorate, who can transition 
within a year to an independent tenure-
track position

NIH Intramural Eligible No No Yes Yes

Years Since Doctorate not applicable not applicable 4 years or less 2-7 years

Citizenship US citizen or non-citizen national 
or lawfully admitted permanent 
resident 

US citizen or non-citizen national or 
lawfully admitted permanent 
resident 

US citizen or non-citizen national or 
lawfully admitted permanent resident 

US citizen or non-citizen national or 
lawfully admitted permanent resident 

Period of Support 3-5 years 3-5 years K99 1-2 years;                                  R00 up 
to 3 years

3 years

Budget Salary up to $90,000           
Research Support up to $60,000                 

Salary up to $90,000           Research 
Support up to $60,000                 

K99 salary up to $90,000                                 
Research Support up to $60,000;                                     
R00 total cost up to $249,000

Salary up to $90,000           Research 
Support up to $60,000                 

Mentor yes yes K99 yes                                            R00 no No

Conditions of Award Single phase Single phase K99 and R00 phases are linked awards. 
Applicant must find a tenure-track 
position for the R00 phase while in the 
K99 phase

Single phase. If selected, applicant must 
find a tenure-track position within 12 
months before award is issued

RPG (e.g. R01) Application No timetable for submission of 
RPGs. However, expectation is 
that candidate will be 
competitive for an RPG at some 
time during the K01 award period

Encouraged to submit RPG 
application between years 3-5

The R00 is peer-reviewed at the same 
time as the K99. R00 institution must 
support and R00 awardee is expected to 
be competitive for RPG

Expected to apply for RPG prior to the 
end of the 2nd year
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